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Fig.1 Comparison of the tube-shaped pots of Yushushan and Xiliang sites with those of Xiaohexi, Zhaobaogou
and Haminmangha culture
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Fig.2 Comparison of pottery decorations between Yushushan, Xiliang sites and ZhaoBaogou, Chahai sites
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Fig.3 Comparison of other types of pottery products at Yushushan, Xiliang sites and Zhaobaogou site
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Fig.4 Comparison of stone tool morphologies between Yushushan site, Xiliang site and Xiaohexi site, Zhao-
baogou culture
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Fig.6 Schematic diagram of the distribution of house sites at the Xiliang site
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The recognition of the “Xiaohexi culture” at the
Yushushan and Xiliang sites in Aohan Banner

LI Tengda', CHEN Weiju®
1. College of History, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488;
2. School of Sociology and Anthropology, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275

Abstract Since their initial excavation, the Yushushan and Xiliang sites in Aohan Banner have
been identified as belonging to the Xiaohexi culture. The primary basis for this attribution was the
restoration of three sandy reddish-brown cylindrical jars, regarded as typical artifacts of the
Xiaohexi culture. However, the relatively limited number of unearthed remains—especially
restorable pottery specimens—and the absence of a diagnostic assemblage of typical artifacts have
directly hindered a definitive assessment of the cultural affiliation of these sites. Through a
comprehensive review of the published materials and settlement patterns from both sites, combined
with references to their absolute dates, this paper reveals that the cultural features of the Yushushan
and Xiliang sites differ significantly from those of other sites clearly attributable to the Xiaohexi
culture. Instead, they show closer affinities to the Zhaobaogou culture, while also possibly
containing a small number of late Xinglongwa cultural remains.
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