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Research on Jade Figurines from Fu Hao Tomb and Related Problems
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Abstract: Through a comparative analysis of the figurines in Yin Ruins Fu Hao Tomb and Hongshan
Culture, it is concluded that the figurines in Fu Hao Tomb have been strongly influenced by the appearance
feature and traditional function of figurines in Hongshan Culture. In addition, Fu Hao Tomb unearthed with
curly-up dragon jade, which was influenced by Hongshan Culture, and with typical jade artifacts belonged to
Hongshan Culture. Therefore, the formation and development of the civilized society in the Shang Dynasty
and the origin of Shang culture were closely related to Hongshan Culture in western Liaoning area. During
the Hongshan Culture period, the primitive religious beliefs developed. The concepts of ancestor worship and
dragon totem worship completed, both of which were the main objects of sacrificial activities in the Shang
Dynasty. More and more archaeological evidence shows that the ancestors of Shang Dynasty’s founders could
come from the West Liaohe River Basin. For this reason, we believe that the Hongshan civilization formed in

5,300 to 5,000 years ago should be one of the important sources of China’s five thousand years of civilization.
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